

Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1
[bookmark: _Hlk95907045]Core: Reading and responding to The Barnabus Project and The Antlered Ship

Teacher Notes


Read the books several times yourself before you teach this unit. The better you know their details, the more you will be able to help children to engage with them. 

In a separate Art session, children could make 3D models of the creatures that they invent on Day 2.

The ‘Thunks’ on Day 4 are mainly taken from Ian Gilbert’s Little Book of Thunks. Others can be found on the internet. You could make an ongoing interactive display of Thunks from this book and Thunks that children think of for themselves. 

[bookmark: _Hlk95907058]Essential Texts:
The Barnabus Project by The Fan Brothers
The Antlered Ship by Dashka Slater and The Fan Brothers



SCROLL DOWN FOR TEACHING AND ACTIVITIES

[bookmark: _Hlk95907267][bookmark: _Hlk95907268]© Original plan copyright Hamilton Trust, who give permission for it to be adapted as wished by individual users.             adventure_F343AS1_teach-activs

Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures
 
Unit 1 Day 1
 Making predictions about The Barnabus Project


Teaching


· Show children the front cover of The Barnabus Project by the Fan Brothers. Ask them to talk with their partner about three questions that they have after looking at the cover. Talk together about the children’s questions. Prompt them to speculate about the character in the jar. Who do you think he is? How did he get there? How does he seem to feel? What might the story be about? Make a note of some of these questions on your Working Wall. 
· Read the story together up to the part where they have escaped from the jars and are peering over the edge of the shelf, stopping after “Now what?” said Quirt. Give children plenty of time to look at the illustrations as you do. 
· Use some rapid recap questions to check children’s understanding of the story so far, e.g. Where was the lab hidden? Who is Barnabus? What did he do to break free? What dangers does he face?
· Ask children to talk with their partners about what they think might happen next in the story. Ask them to explain their thinking: What clues in what we have already read make you think that? Explain that children will be making up the next part (a development) and the ending of the story. 




















Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 1
Making predictions about The Barnabus Project

Year 3 Activity: Write and draw an ending to the story. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk95907154]Objectives: Comprehension:  Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.  
Speaking and Listening: Give well-structured narratives for different purposes. 

	You will need: copies of Prediction Prompts; Six Sections (see resources)

	Children work individually and in pairs.

	Activity:
· Children work with their partner to discuss each of the Prediction Prompts. 
· They use these prompts to make a development and end to the story. They write and draw this version on the Six Sections.
· They use the Six Sections to tell their development and ending to the story to a new partner. They compare their versions, spotting what is similar and what is different.  

	Outcomes:
· I can make predictions about how a story will develop and end.   
· I can tell and discuss my version of an ending to the story to someone else.  




Year 4 Activity: Write an ending to the story.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908100]Objectives: Comprehension:  Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.  
Speaking and Listening: Give well-structured narratives for different purposes. 

	You will need: copies of Prediction Prompts; Storyline (see resources)

	Children work individually and in pairs.

	Activity:
· Children work with their partner to discuss each of the Prediction Prompts. 
· They use these prompts to make a development and end to the story. They write this version on the Storyline.
· They use their writing on Storyline to tell their development and ending to the story to a new partner. They compare their versions, spotting what is similar and what is different. They explain to their new partner why they made the decisions they did.  

	Outcomes:
· I can make predictions about how a story will develop and end.   
· I can tell and discuss my version of an ending to the story to someone else.  



	Plenary:
Read to the end of the book together. Did any of what happened match your predictions? What was closest to what you predicted? What was most different?   
What do you like about this story? Which part is your favourite part? Why?




Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 2
Writing about characters from The Barnabus Project. 


Teaching


· Look together at the two sets of endpapers in the book or display Endpapers (see resources). Ask children to talk with their partners about which of these pets they would most like to have at home. Which would you choose? Why? Would you prefer a ‘perfect’ pet or a ‘failed’ pet? Why? 
· Display Barnabus – Project Notes (see resources), explaining that the Fan Brothers published these notes about some of the creatures in the book. Read the notes together, explaining the ideas of ‘Genome Source’ (the origins or family of the animal), ‘Handling Protocol’ (how it should be looked after) and Exclusion Criteria (why it was considered a failure). 
· Help children to read the capitalised handwriting font and to identify and understand two or three examples of the technical formal vocabulary that has been used, e.g. aggression, exhibits, vigilant. Find meanings and make a note of this vocabulary on your working wall. 
· Distribute copies of the other Project Notes – Quirt, Stick One and Two, Amotax (see resources) and ask children to read them with their partners and to identify 2/3 other examples of technical formal vocabulary. Discuss and note what the children find.  
· Explain that children will be inventing their own creatures and writing about them in a similar way. 

















Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 2
Writing about characters from The Barnabus Project. 

Year 3 Activity: Write about a character using a frame.

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908110]Objectives: Composition: Create characters; Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.

	You will need: Copies of Project Notes 1; displayed copies of Project Notes – Barnabus, Quirt, Stick One and Two, Amotax (see resources)

	Children work in pairs and individually

	Activity:
· Children talk with their partner about the character that they will create. 
· They make sketches of their new creature on plain paper. 
· They write to fill in Project Notes 1 about their new creature. Remind children to refer to the displayed examples of Project Notes by the Fan Brothers and challenge them to use some of the technical vocabulary that you identified in the teaching session. 

	Outcomes:
· I can invent a new character. 
· I can write about my character in the style of a book that we have read. 




Year 4 Activity: Write about a character using prompts.    

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908117]Objectives: Composition: Create characters; Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.

	You will need: Copies of Project Notes 2; displayed copies of Project Notes – Barnabus, Quirt, Stick One and Two, Amotax (see resources)

	Children work in pairs and individually

	Activity:
· Children talk with their partner about the character that they will create. 
· They make sketches of their new creature on Project Notes 2. 
· They follow the prompts to write about their new creature on Project Notes 2. Remind children to refer to the displayed examples of Project Notes by the Fan Brothers and challenge them to use some of the technical vocabulary that you identified in the teaching session.

	Outcomes:
· I can invent a new character. 
· I can write about my character in the style of a book that we have read. 



	Plenary:
Gather children’s sketches and descriptions together so that they can read about and see each other’s creations. Which other creature is most similar to the one that you created? Which is most different? Which of these creatures, other than your own, would you most like as a pet? Why? 




Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 3
Reading and discussing The Antlered Ship


Teaching


· Look again at the cover of The Barnabus Project and prompt children to remember the questions that they had when they first saw this cover (some of which might be noted on your Working Wall). 
· Now look together at the front cover of The Antlered Ship and ask children to talk with their partners about it. What do you notice? What can you spot? What does it make you wonder? What questions do you have? Hear and discuss children’s observations and questions.
· Read the story together, giving children plenty of time to look at the illustrations as you do. Pause at points to briefly ask children to make predictions (e.g. at ‘Why is water so wet?’ and ‘That evening, an island appeared…’)
· Display Talking Points (see resources) and model how you might pick and talk about one of the questions. Explain that children will be using these questions to talk with their partners about the book. 






















Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 3
Reading and discussing The Antlered Ship.

Year 3 Activity: Reading and discussing.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908128]Objectives: Comprehension:  Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction. Spoken Language: Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments; Participate in performances.  

	You will need: copies of Text 1; Talking Points (see resources)

	Children work in groups of three and individually.  

	Activity:
· Children work in their small groups to read Text 1. They choose and discuss three of the Talking Points together.  
· They work individually to write answers to the questions. 
· They can go on to prepare a reading of Text 1, in their group of three, dividing the speech and narration between them. 

	Outcomes:
· I can answer questions about part of a story.  
· I can work with others to prepare a reading. 




Year 4 Activity: Reading and discussing.

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908136]Objectives: Comprehension:  Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction. Spoken Language:  Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments; Participate in performances.  

	You will need: copies of Text 2; Talking Points (see resources)

	Children work in groups of three and individually.  

	Activity:
· Children work in their small groups to read Text 2. They choose and discuss four or five of the Talking Points together.  
· They work individually to write answers to the questions. 
· They can go on to prepare a reading of Text 2, in their group of three, dividing the speech and narration between them. 

	Outcomes:
· I can answer questions about part of a story.  
· I can work with others to prepare a reading. 



	Plenary:
Display the Talking Points (see resources). Ask a volunteer to read or explain their answer to one of these questions. Now ask for another child to either (a)dd to this idea (saying something new and different), (b)uild on it (developing it) or (c)ounter it (saying something against it). Teach children this ABC mnemonic as you ask them to discuss the Talking Points further. 





Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 4
Discussing the Fox’s questions from The Antlered Ship.


Teaching


· Display Thunks (see resources). Explain to children that these are questions to make you think. They do not have right or wrong answers – just your answer. 
· Ask children to pick one of the questions and to tell their partner what they think about it. Explain to your partner the reasons for your thinking and then listen carefully to them.
· Pick one of the Thunks to talk about as a class. Ask one child to start off explaining their thinking and then ask for a new child to speak. 
· Remind children of the ABC mnemonic, asking them to say whether they are adding to the first idea (saying something new and different), building on it (developing it) or countering it (saying something against it).
· Which character in the Antlered Ship asks this sort of ‘Thunk’ questions? (Marco – the Fox). 
· Display and read the questions that fox asks in the book: Marco’s Questions (see resources). Why do you think he asks these questions? What does it tell us about his character? (e.g. he is curious, he is thoughtful).
· Display and read Three Answers and discuss how the characters come up with quite different responses to the same question. 












Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 4
Discussing the Fox’s questions from The Antlered Ship.

Year 3 Activity: Discussing Fox’s questions.   

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908151]Objectives: Spoken language:  Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas; Consider & evaluate different viewpoints, attending to/building on contributions of others.

	You will need: displayed copies of Marco’s Questions; copies of Leader Instructions; Speech Bubble (see resources). 

	Children work in a group of three.

	Activity:
· Children follow the Leader Instructions and take it in turns to lead a discussion about one of the Fox’s Questions.
· They then choose one of their questions and write their answer to it as a clear sentence on a copy of the Speech Bubble. They can go on to write answers to other questions.

	Outcomes:
· I can discuss a question in a small group. 
· I can write my answers to a question in clear sentences. 




Year 4 Activity: Discussing Fox’s questions.   

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908160]Objectives: Spoken language:  Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas; Consider & evaluate different viewpoints, attending to/building on contributions of others.

	You will need: displayed copies of Marco’s Questions; copies of Leader Instructions; Speech Bubble (see resources). 

	Children work in a group of three.

	Activity:
· Children follow the Leader Instructions and take it in turns to lead a discussion about one of the Fox’s Questions.
· They then choose one of their questions and write their answer to it as a clear sentence on a copy of the Speech Bubble. They should go on to write answers to at least two other questions.

	Outcomes:
· I can discuss a question in a small group. 
· I can write my answers to a question in clear sentences. 



	Plenary:
Gather and group children’s speech bubbles so that they can read one another’s answers. Which answer is most like your own? Which is most different?  
Look again at Thunks (see resources). What other questions can you think of like these? Give children time to work quietly to think and write questions. Then hear and list examples. (see Teacher Notes).  





Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 5
Comparing The Barnabus Project and The Antlered Ship.


Teaching


· Show children your copies of the two books: The Barnabus Project and the Antlered Ship. 
· Ask children to work with their partner to think of five ways in which the two books are similar and five ways in which they are different. Ask them to note these ideas down. 
· On the flipchart write Characters, Setting, Plot, Themes, Language. Ask children to look through their lists with their partners to find examples of similarity and difference that fit these headings.
· Hear some examples. Ask children to explain their ideas and use the ABC discussion technique (from Day 3 and 4) to explore them. Can anyone add to that idea? Can anyone build on it? Would anyone like to counter it? (Argue with it?)
· Explain that children will be carrying on looking for similarities and differences between the two books. 





















Year 3/Year 4 Summer: Fiction: Fantastic Adventures

Unit 1 Day 5
Comparing The Barnabus Project and The Antlered Ship.

Year 3 Activity: Discussing and sorting cards about the two books.

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908174]Objectives: Comprehension: Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books.
Composition: Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarise these.

	You will need: copies of Comparison Chart 1; Cards to Sort (see resources)

	Children work in pairs. 

	Activity:
· Children work with a partner to read and discuss each of the Cards to Sort. 
· They agree where it goes on the Comparison Chart. 
· When they have placed both cards for a row, they fill in the fourth column, writing to explain whether they think this aspect of the two books is ‘Mainly similar’ or ‘Mainly different’.

	Outcomes:
· I can discuss aspects of two books. 
· I can make comparisons between two books. 




Year 4 Activity: Writing about and comparing the two books.   

	[bookmark: _Hlk95908182]Objectives: Comprehension: Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books.
Composition: Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarise these.

	You will need: copies of Comparison Chart 2 (see resources)

	Children work in pairs.

	Activity:
· Children work with their partner to complete the missing cells in column two and three of the Comparison Chart 2.  
· When they have completed these columns, they talk about and then fill in the fourth column, writing to explain whether they think this aspect of the two books is ‘Mainly similar’ or ‘Mainly different’.

	Outcomes:
· I can write about aspects of two books. 
· I can make comparisons between two books.  



	Plenary:
Work through each of the lines of comparison and hear children’s thoughts and ideas. Share your own personal preferences about these two books and ask children to talk with their partner about theirs. Which of the two books is your favourite? Is it easy to choose? What are your reasons?  
Display Fan Brother Books (see resources). Which of these other Fan Brother books looks like it might be similar to the ones we have read? Which of these would you most like to read?







The links to the websites and the contents of the web pages associated with such links specified on this list (hereafter collectively referred to as the ‘Links’) have been checked by Hamilton Trust (being the operating name of the registered charity, William Rowan Hamilton Trust) and to the best of Hamilton Trust’s knowledge, are correct and accurate at the time of publication. Notwithstanding the foregoing or any other terms and conditions on the Hamilton Trust website, you acknowledge that Hamilton Trust has no control over such Links and indeed, the owners of such Links may have removed such Links, changed such Links and/or contents associated with such Links. Therefore, it is your sole responsibility to verify any of the Links which you wish you use. Hamilton Trust excludes all responsibility and liability for any loss or damage arising from the use of any Links.
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