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Non-fiction Unit 4.3 The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China
About this unit: 
In this unit, the children explore the Big Question: Did the Shang Dynasty really exist? They read the interactive eBook, retrieving and collating information about China. They explore historical evidence and timelines, answering questions and considering what information is true and relevant. They answer the Big Question, planning and writing a non-chronological report.
Stimulus synopsis: The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China
One of archaeologists’ most exciting challenges has been to solve the puzzle of the Shang dynasty, which is believed to have ruled in China over 3000 years ago. Did it really exist? Read on to study the evidence! This interactive eBook includes pop-up fact boxes, animation, videos and supplementary text to engage children and support learning.
Recommended Route
This recommended route is a varied learning pathway through the lessons available, which ensures full coverage of the curriculum objectives for the year group within a given number of weeks. It will typically progress from comprehension to composition, with grammar and depth focus lessons scheduled where relevant. The learning objectives for each lesson are listed in the lesson plans below, and national curriculum coverage can be viewed in The National Curriculum for England Correlation Chart Year 4, The National Curriculum for Wales Correlation Chart Year 4, The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework Correlation Chart Year 4 (Wales), The Curriculum for Excellence Correlation Chart P5 (Scotland) and The Northern Ireland Curriculum Correlation Chart Year 5.

	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	Comprehension 1

Introduce the unit and the Big Question
Retrieve information

Ask questions
	Comprehension 2

Retrieve information

Identify and summarise main ideas

Understand the purpose of a timeline
	Comprehension 3

Read for information

Practise skimming and scanning

Distinguish true and false statements to demonstrate understanding
	Comprehension 4
Read for information and record facts


	Comprehension 5
Use contents, index, headings and sub-headings to locate information

Use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme

Read for information and record facts

	Day 6
	Day 7
	Day 8
	Day 9
	Day 10

	Long Composition:
Day 1
Plan and discuss ideas for writing a non-chronological report answering the Big Question
	Long Composition:
Day 2
Draft and write a report
	Long Composition:
Day 3

Draft and write a report

Evaluate their own and others’ writing
	Long Composition:
Day 4

Edit and redraft reports

	Consolidation

Use evidence from the text to evaluate and provide an answer to the Big Question


Recommended Grammar Lessons
These short, discrete grammar lessons can be taught at any point in the recommended route, either spread between the lessons or taught in one session as a group. All of the units across a year group contain grammar lessons that, between them, cover the curriculum requirements for the year group. 
	Grammar Lesson 1
	Grammar Lesson 2
	Grammar Lesson 3
	Grammar Lesson 4

	Revise use of pronouns for clarity and cohesion
	Change a text from singular to plural

Note agreement of person
	Revise nouns and pronouns

Understand how pronouns link to a specific noun

Rewrite a sentence to avoid confusion


	Understand how to use the possessive apostrophe with singular and plural nouns


Lesson Bank

If you would prefer to develop your own route through the material, the lessons detailed below, alongside additional lessons, are available in the lesson bank for the unit. This lesson bank contains all available lessons for the unit, including comprehension lessons, composition activities (both long and short), and depth focus and sentence grammar lessons where relevant. If you are planning a thematic curriculum, or using Wordsmith alongside other resources, you can select appropriate lessons from the lesson bank for your own planning. 
Spelling list

The spelling list linked below contains all the spellings children will come across in this unit. They are linked to the spelling requirements for the National Curriculum for England Programme of Study for the year group. This list can be used to issue spellings to children on a weekly basis.
NF AR 4.3.1 Spelling List: The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China
You can also view the complete spelling list for Year 4.
Teaching Strategies

Throughout the lesson plans, key teaching techniques such as ‘Babble Gabble’ appear in green. For a definition of each of these techniques, consult the Wordsmith Glossary of Teaching Strategies, which outlines what each technique involves and how it can be used.
Grammar Assessment
At the end of each term, once all four units have been covered for the year group, children’s individual knowledge of the grammar concepts taught during the unit can be assessed using the printable grammar progress check and mark scheme. 

· About the Grammar Progress Checks
· Grammar Progress Check: Year 4, Summer Term
· Grammar Progress Check Answers: Year 4, Summer Term
You can record children’s attainment on the Grammar Progress Checks using the editable Class Record.
Day 1: Comprehension
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Comprehension 1
	Introduce the unit and the Big Question

Retrieve information

Ask questions
	· Show ‘What do you know?’ (NF ITP 4.3.1). Discuss the questions and answers, activating any prior knowledge.

· Read the cover and Screen 1 of the eBook, including the interactive pop-up. Why are some words in bold? Discuss their meanings, using the Glossary.

· Ask questions about what information the cover and first screen give about the eBook (e.g. Is it fiction or non-fiction? What is the topic? What will you find out about on Screen 7?).

· Establish the Big Question: Did the Shang Dynasty really exist? Explain that, at the end of the unit, the children will write a report answering that question.
· The children Think-Pair-Share what information they will need to answer the Big Question.

· After completing the Activity, share questions. Choose six to add to the Learning Wall.
	Core: Talk Partners complete ‘Our questions’ (NF PCM 4.3.1).
Support: In small groups, the children discuss and record some questions on ‘Our questions’ (NF PCM 4.3.1).
Extend: Talk Partners complete the first two columns of ‘Shang Dynasty learning chart’ (NF PCM 4.3.11), recording the facts or ideas they already have, and the questions they want answered.

 

	Objectives: Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read; Read differently structured books; read for range of purposes; Use dictionaries; Understand what they read, in books they can read independently; Check that text makes sense and is in context; Ask questions to improve understanding
Spoken language: Listen and respond appropriately; Consider and evaluate different viewpoints
Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.1, NF PCM 4.3.11
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, NF ITP 4.3.1


Day 2: Comprehension
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Comprehension 2
	Retrieve information

Identify and summarise main ideas

Understand the purpose of a timeline 
	· Show Screen 2 of the eBook and click on the video to show the map of China. Establish where China is and where in China the Shang Dynasty may have developed. Has anyone been to China or know anybody who has?
· Read Screen 2, including interactive pop-ups. Discuss the meaning of BC and AD.

· The children Think-Pair-Share the main ideas.

· Model highlighting key words and phrases, and using the heading and sub-headings to help. Summarise the main ideas in no more than four sentences.

· Discuss the timeline at the bottom of Screen 2. Why are timelines useful? (They show sequence, which is the order in which things happen, and chronology, which is the time in which they happen.)

· Read Screen 3 of the eBook, including interactive pop-ups.
	Core: Talk Partners complete ‘Main ideas’ (NF PCM 4.3.2).

Support: Talk Partners discuss ‘Main ideas’ (NF PCM 4.3.2), highlighting the key words and phrases. They then write a list of the main ideas they have found.

Extend: The children write a summary of what they have learned about dragon bones and their significance from Screens 2 and 3 of the eBook. 

	Objectives: Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read; Read differently structured books; read for range of purposes; Identify and summarise main ideas; Retrieve and record information from non-fiction
Spoken language: Listen and respond appropriately
Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.2
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China


Day 3: Comprehension
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Comprehension 3
	Read for information

Practise skimming and scanning

Distinguish true and false statements to demonstrate understanding
	· What evidence do we have so far that the Shang Dynasty existed? Make a list of the key points to add to the Learning Wall.

· Read Screen 4 of the eBook, including the interactive pop-ups. Model retrieving information by providing true or false statements and using skimming and scanning to find the answers. (e.g. The Shang nobles were famers; Prisoners of war became slaves.)
· What does the story about Shang Tang add to our understanding of the Shang people? Discuss oral and traditional stories as a form of historical evidence.

· Read Screen 5 of the eBook, including the interactive pop-ups.

· Add further evidence to the list on the Learning Wall.
	Core: Individually, the children complete ‘True or false?’ (NF PCM 4.3.3) without looking at Screen 5. They then check their answers against Screen 5 and correct any ‘false’ statements. 
Support: In pairs, the children complete ‘True or false?’ (NF PCM 4.3.3) without looking at Screen 5. They then form groups to check their answers against Screen 5 and correct any ‘false’ statements.
Extend: In pairs, the children use information from Screen 5 to complete ‘What’s the evidence?’ (NF PCM 4.3.12).

	Objectives: Understand what they read, in books they can read independently; Check that text makes sense and is in context; Identify and summarise main ideas; Retrieve and record information non-fiction; Discuss books that are read to them and those they read themselves

Spoken language: Listen and respond appropriately; Consider and evaluate different viewpoints
Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.3, NF PCM 4.3.12
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China


Day 4: Comprehension
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Comprehension 4
	Read for information and record facts


	· Recap the meaning and concept of ‘dynasty’. Then read the first part of Screen 8 of the eBook about how the Shang Dynasty ended, including the interactive story pop-up.
· Discuss why war was the only way to end a dynasty (because one king had to be overthrown by another king from a different family).
· The children Think-Pair-Share: What did the archaeologists find that added to our information about the Shang Dynasty? Why do you think the Shang Dynasty is an important period of history to know about?
· Read the section ‘What did the Shang dynasty do for us?’ (including the interactive pop-ups) on Screen 8. Was there any information that surprised you? Why?
· Add further evidence to the Learning Wall.
	Core: Talk Partners complete ‘The Shang legacy’ (NF PCM 4.3.5). Pairs then compare their answers with another pair’s before checking them against the text on Screen 8 of the eBook.
Support: Talk Partners discuss what they have learned so far. Together, they then list four fascinating facts about the Shang legacy.
Extend: Talk Partners discuss evidence to support the statement, ‘People all over the world still benefit from the legacy the Shang dynasty left behind’. They jointly compose an answer to support this view, using information from Screen 8 of the eBook.


	Objectives: Understand what they read, in books they can read independently; Draw inferences and justify with evidence; Retrieve and record information from non-fiction; Discuss books that are read to them and those they read themselves
Spoken language: Listen and respond appropriately; Articulate and justify answers; Participate actively in conversations; Consider and evaluate different viewpoints
Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.5
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China


Day 5: Comprehension
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Comprehension 5
	Use contents, index, headings and sub-headings to locate information

Use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme

Read for information and record facts


	· I want to find out about farming during the Shang Dynasty. Will the eBook tell me? Model using the Contents and Index to find out.

· Read Screen 6 of the eBook.

· Revise what a paragraph is and how paragraphs help to organise writing. Discuss the use of headings and sub-headings in non-fiction to signal what the paragraph will be about.

· Read the interactive pop-up text on ‘Silk’. The children Think-Pair-Share sub-headings for each of the two paragraphs.

· Show Screen 7 of the eBook. Ask the children to skim the screen. What aspects of Shang family life will this screen tell us about? How do you know?
· Read Screen 7, including the interactive pop-ups.

· Add further evidence to the Learning Wall.
	Core: Individually or in pairs, the children complete ‘Match them up!’ (NF PCM 4.3.4). Ensure that the children go back to the text on Screens 6 and 7 of the eBook, scanning for key words to check their facts quickly.

Support: Individually or in pairs, the children note a fact they have learned from each paragraph or section on Screens 6 and 7 of the eBook (e.g. ‘A farmer’s life: Most of the work was done by hand.’).
Extend: The children complete ‘Nobles and commoners’ (NF PCM 4.3.13) individually, recording information drawn from on Screens 6 and 7 of the eBook.

	Objectives: Read differently structured books; read for range of purposes; Understand what they read, in books they can read independently; Check that text makes sense and is in context; Retrieve and record information from non-fiction
Spoken language: Listen and respond appropriately; Consider and evaluate different viewpoints
Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.4, NF PCM 4.3.13
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China


Day 6: Composition

	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Long composition: Day 1
	Plan and discuss ideas for writing a non-chronological report answering the Big Question
	· Recap the Big Question.
· Reread Dilbert Digg’s last speech bubble on Screen 8. The children Think-Pair-Share opinions about whether they agree with him and why.

· Look back at any evidence that you have built up on the Learning Wall. Group the evidence around themes.
· Recap ‘Non-chronological report features’ (NF ITP 4.3.2). Highlight those that are success criteria for this task.

· Use ‘Planning frame’ (NF ITP 4.3.7) to model planning your own report. Think Aloud: e.g. Perhaps I will use the Big Question as my title. Then my introduction will state my answer. Each paragraph will give information about a different aspect of the evidence and what it tells us. 
	Core: Talk Partners plan their reports answering the Big Question, discussing their ideas for paragraph themes and noting them down using ‘Report plan’ (NF PCM 4.3.10). The children then complete their plans individually, making notes about what to include in each paragraph.
Support: Talk Partners plan their reports answering the Big Question. They decide on a sub-heading for each paragraph (e.g. ‘Writing’, ‘Objects’ and ‘Buildings’) and note them down on ‘Report plan 2’ (NF PCM 4.3.16). Together, they then to note some facts to include in each paragraph. 

Extend: Challenge the children to plan their reports answering the Big Question as though they are setting out the evidence discovered for the Royal Society of Archaeology. Individually or with their Talk Partners, the children complete ‘Report plan’ (NF PCM 4.3.10), focusing on supporting their main points with details, examples and relevant illustrations, and noting plenty of topic-specific vocabulary to use.
NB: For this activity, the children will all need access to the eBook to collect their information. If access for all children at the same time is not feasible, the activity could be staggered during the day.

	Objectives: Plan their writing; Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write; Discuss and record ideas
Spoken language: Consider and evaluate different viewpoints

Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.10, NF PCM 4.3.16
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, NF ITP 4.3.2, NF ITP 4.3.7


Day 7: Composition
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Long composition: Day 2
	Draft and write a report
	· Show ‘Planning frame’ (NF ITP 4.3.7) and recap the planning work you did on Day 1.

· Use Modelled Writing to compose the introduction (e.g. There is now enough written and archaeological evidence to prove that it did.).

· Discuss the order of the subsequent paragraphs. Does the order matter? Why?
· Use Modelled Writing to compose one or two paragraphs. Rehearse orally before you write, talking about consistency of tense and person, and appropriate use of pronouns.
	Core: The children draft their own introductory paragraphs and one or two others, following the notes on their copies of ‘Report plan’ (NF PCM 4.3.10) from Day 1.
Support: Talk Partners reread their copies of ‘Report plan 2’ (NF PCM 4.3.16) from Day 1. They use oral rehearsal to fill out their notes into complete sentences before independently writing each paragraph.
Extend: The children draft their introductions and first two paragraphs, referring to their copies of ‘Report plan’ (NF PCM 4.3.10) from Day 1, starting with topic sentences and then giving supporting detail. Challenge them to write in the role of an expert, using an appropriate formal tone and precise technical words.

	Objectives: Draft and write, using oral rehearsal; Draft and write, organising paragraphs around a theme; draft and write, using simple organisational devices in non-narrative material

Spoken language: Listen and respond appropriately

Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.10, NF PCM 4.3.16
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, NF ITP 4.3.7


Day 8: Composition
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Long composition: Day 3
	Draft and write a report

Evaluate their own and others’ writing
	· Refer back to ‘Planning frame’ (NF ITP 4.3.7) and talk about the function of a conclusion, e.g. to reiterate the most important points.

· Use Modelled Writing to compose a concluding paragraph.

· Reread your report with the children, evaluating it for structure and sense. Refer back to ‘Non-chronological report features’ (NF ITP 4.3.2) to check success criteria. Offer self-evaluation and invite constructive criticism from the children. 
	Core: Still following their notes on ‘Report plan’ (NF PCM 4.3.10), the children complete their reports, writing three or four paragraphs in total, with a conclusion. Encourage Talk Partners to share their drafts and to give Two Stars and a Wish.
Support: Still following their notes on ‘Report plan 2’ (NF PCM 4.3.16), the children complete their reports, adding a final sentence as a conclusion. Talk Partners share their drafts to check they make sense and that all ideas are in the right places.
Extend: Still following their notes on ‘Report plan’ (NF PCM 4.3.10), the children complete their reports. Talk Partners share their drafts and use Two Stars and a Wish to identify parts that sound ‘like an expert’ and parts that could be improved. 

	Objectives: Draft and write, using oral rehearsal; Draft and write, organising paragraphs around a theme; draft and write, using simple organisational devices in non-narrative material; Evaluate and edit; Assess own and other's writing

Spoken language: Articulate and justify answers

Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.10, NF PCM 4.3.16
Digital resources: eBook of The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, NF ITP 4.3.2, NF ITP 4.3.7


Day 9: Composition
	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Long composition: Day 4
	Edit and redraft reports
	· Following the evaluation on Day 3, Think Aloud to model editing and redrafting your report, including making changes to grammar and vocabulary, and proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors.

· After the children have finished their reports, discuss ideas for what to do with them, e.g. add them to the Learning Wall to share with the rest of the class or make a class book to put in the library to share with the rest of the school.
	Core: Using the feedback their Talk Partners gave on Day 3, the children edit, proof-read and redraft their reports. As part of writing their final drafts, encourage the children to add pictures and captions.

Support: Using the feedback their Talk Partners gave on Day 3, the children improve one or two sentences in their reports and then proof-read their work to check their spelling and sentence punctuation.  

Extend: Using the feedback their Talk Partners gave on Day 3, the children redraft parts of their reports to clarify their meaning or to sound more like an expert (e.g. using more precise or technical language). They add pictures to support points made in their writing or to illustrate their different sections.

	Objectives: Evaluate and edit; Assess own and others’ writing; Propose changes to improve consistency; Proof-read for errors 
Spoken language: Consider and evaluate different viewpoints
Photocopiables: n/a
Digital resources: n/a


	Session
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Consolidation
	Use evidence from the text to evaluate and provide an answer to the Big Question
	· Remind the children that in Comprehension 1 they asked questions that they thought the eBook might answer about the Shang Dynasty. They are now going to return to those questions to see if they have been answered.

· Undertake the Activity.

· Take feedback from the Activity and discuss responses.

· The children Think-Pair-Share what they liked or disliked about the eBook.

· Do the children agree on the answer to Big Question? Take a vote.
	Core: With the same Talk Partners as in Comprehension 1, the children recap ‘Our questions’ (NF PCM 4.3.1) and those on the Learning Wall. Were your questions answered or not? If they were, what were the answers? If they weren’t, where could you go to find out the answers?
Support: With the same groups as in Comprehension 1, the children recap ‘Our questions’ (NF PCM 4.3.1) and discuss how many of their questions they can now answer. Each child writes an answer for one of the questions. 
Extend: With the same Talk Partners as in Comprehension 1, the children complete the third column of ‘Shang Dynasty learning chart’ (NF PCM 4.3.11), answering their questions to show what they have learned. They also note other possible sources they could use to research any unanswered questions.

	Objectives: Understand what they read, in books they can read independently; Check that text makes sense and is in context; Identify and summarise main ideas; Retrieve and record information from non-fiction; Discuss books that are read to them and those they read themselves

Spoken language: Consider and evaluate different viewpoints

Photocopiables: NF PCM 4.3.1, NF PCM 4.3.11
Digital resources: n/a


Day 10: Consolidation
Grammar lessons

Grammar Lesson 1: Y4 Pronouns
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Revise use of pronouns for clarity and cohesion
	· Remind the children that pronouns often take the place of nouns in sentences.

· Show ‘The story that needs pronouns’ (G ITP 4.3.3) and read through the whole story. Talk Partners discuss which words on the first screen of the story could be replaced and work out the best pronouns. Take feedback. Click on the text to highlight all the words that could be replaced. 

· Show ‘The story that needs pronouns’ (G ITP 4.3.4) to see an edited version of the story. Discuss how pronouns avoid repetition and make the meaning much clearer.
· Repeat with the remaining screens.
· Look out for non-standard uses of pronouns in the children’s local dialect (e.g. ‘We had us dinner’, ‘Me mam and me’).

· Top tip: The best way for the children to learn about how text holds together (cohesion) is to do plenty of reading themselves, and to hear written text read aloud well.

· Top tip: The manipulation of nouns and pronouns is practised in every piece of writing the children do. In the early stages, we recommend that they keep the number of characters to a minimum and that it also helps, in terms of pronouns, if the two main characters are one male and one female.
	Discuss and decide: Show ‘Pronoun store’ (G ITP 4.1.7  from lesson Y4_04) and play the drag and drop game with the class to revise 1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular and plural.

	Objectives: Propose changes to improve consistency; Choose nouns/pronouns appropriately
Photocopiables: N/A

Digital resources: G ITP 4.3.3, G ITP 4.3.4; G ITP 4.1.7, Pilot’s Licence 4.16

	Further Activities:

Use the quiz (Pilot's Licence 4.16) to reinforce the children's knowledge of the terminology and content of the lesson.


Grammar Lesson 2: Y4 Singular and plural agreement
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Change a text from singular to plural

Note agreement of person
	· Explain that some non-fiction texts describe animals in the singular and others in the plural. Either of these is acceptable, but it has to be consistent or the text may become unclear or not coherent (it doesn’t ‘hang together’).

· Show Screen 1 of ‘Singular and plural sparrows’ (G ITP 4.3.5). Read through the text with the children. Ask them to help you edit the first paragraph into the plural. This means ensuring that all nouns, pronouns and verbs agree, and sometimes losing ‘the’ or ‘a’.

· Top tip: The best way for the children to recognise how a non-fiction text holds together (cohesion) is to hear it read aloud. Make sure that you read non-fiction aloud to the children as well as fiction, and also encourage the children to read non-fiction aloud themselves. For example, for paired reading, give the children a piece of non-fiction text on a subject you are studying, and ask them to read it to each other, a paragraph at a time.

· Top tip: Watch out for slips between singular and plural in the children’s own writing – it is very common at this stage.
	Discuss and decide: Show Screen 1 of G ITP 4.3.5. With a partner, the children change the remaining text into the plural on ‘Singular and plural sparrows’ (G PCM 4.3.2).
Show Screen 2 of G ITP 4.3.5 for the completed version. Ask the children to compare their version to the one on screen.

Explain to the children that writers have to be consistent. If they skip between singular and plural, it makes the text sound awkward and the meaning unclear.  

Show Screen 3 of G ITP 4.3.5. Discuss the final ‘mixed up’ version of the text (e.g. To whom do the ‘they’s refer in the final sentence?)

	Objectives: Propose changes to improve consistency; Choose nouns/pronouns appropriately
Photocopiables: G PCM 4.3.2
Digital resources: G ITP 4.3.5, Pilot’s Licence 4.17

	Further Activities:

Use the quiz (Pilot's Licence 4.17) to reinforce the children's knowledge of the terminology and content of the lesson.


Grammar Lesson 3: Y4 Nouns and pronouns
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Revise nouns and pronouns

Understand how pronouns link to a specific noun

Rewrite a sentence to avoid confusion


	· Show Screen 1 of ‘Mixed-up nouns and pronouns’ (G ITP 4.3.6). Discuss the meaning and unintentional humour of the sentence. Click to highlight the relevant nouns and pronouns to show how the confusion has arisen (‘them’ could refer to the parents or the goldfish). 

· Can you think of any ways to avoid this problem? (E.g. I gave my parents a big kiss when they bought me two goldfish.)

· Repeat for Screen 2 of G ITP 4.3.6. (Put the ice lollies in the freezer if the children don’t eat them all.)

· Top tip: The best way for the children to learn about how texts hold together (cohesion) is to do plenty of reading themselves, and to hear written text read aloud. Try to give them at least fifteen minutes a day for independent reading. Try to read aloud to them every day.
	Discuss and decide: Challenge the children to work in pairs to find at least one way of rephrasing the sentences on Screen 3 of G ITP 4.3.6. E.g. For the first sentence: The car was badly damaged when it hit the tree. / The tree was badly damaged when the car hit it. (It doesn’t matter whether the children choose the car or the tree to be damaged, as long as the sentence is clear.) For the second sentence: Mrs Chandra handed the book back to Mia, who had a big smile on her face. / Mrs Chandra, with a big smile on her face, handed the book back to Mia.

	Objectives: Choose nouns/pronouns appropriately
Photocopiables: N/A

Digital resources: G ITP 4.3.6, Pilot’s Licence 4.18

	Further Activities:

Use the quiz (Pilot's Licence 4.18) to reinforce the children's knowledge of the terminology and content of the lesson.


Grammar Lesson 4: Y4 Apostrophes to show possession 2
	Main focus
	Teaching summary
	Activity description

	Understand how to use the possessive apostrophe with singular and plural nouns
	· Show screen 1 of ‘Singular and plural owners’ (G ITP 4.3.7). Press ‘Play’ to hear the narration of the rhyme.
· Listening to it, the children will not know why there are repetitions. Show Screen 2 of G ITP 4.3.7. Can you spot any difference between the phrases now? 
· Show Screen 3 of G ITP 4.3.7 to reveal the pictures. Now it should be clear that the first phrase refers to a singular owner and the second to plural owners. Highlight and look at the use of the apostrophe. Repeat for the remaining screens as necessary.

	The children work in pairs to turn each phrase into a ‘belonging to’ phrase (e.g. The cot belonging to the baby; the cot belonging to the babies.) Take feedback and ensure that the children can all do the transformations.
Ask the class to help you come up with a rule: If the possessive noun is singular, use ‘apostrophe + s’. If the possessive noun is plural, put an apostrophe after the ‘s’.
Most plurals have ‘s’ on the end, but a few common plurals do not (e.g. women, men, children). Challenge the children to think of some examples. Help them see that we simply add an apostrophe +s to these words, e.g. men’s boots, children’s coats.

	Objectives: Use possessive apostrophe with singular and plural nouns
Photocopiables: G PCM 4.3.3
Digital resources: G ITP 4.3.7, Pilot’s Licence 4.19

	Further Activities:

Activity 1:

Pen to paper: Using ‘Singular and plural owners’ (G PCM 4.3.3), the children practise using the possessive apostrophe with singular and plural nouns.
Use the quiz (Pilot's Licence 4.19) to reinforce the children's knowledge of the terminology and content of the lesson.
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